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(57) ABSTRACT

An air supply system is provided that uses two sets of rotors
on a common set of shafts to boost air in two stages. The air
supply system includes a housing and a first and a second
rotatable shaft at least partially within the housing. A first and
a second pair of rotors are included. Each pair of rotors has a
first rotor supported for rotation on the first shaft and a second
rotor supported for rotation on the second shaft. The housing
has an inlet at the first pair of rotors, an outlet at the second
pair of rotors, and an internal chamber between the first and
the second pairs of rotors. Air flow from the inlet to the outlet
thereby has a first pressure boost from the inlet to the internal
chamber and a second pressure boost from the inlet chamber
to the outlet.
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1
AIR SUPPLY SYSTEM WITH TWO-STAGE
ROOTS BLOWER

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present teachings generally include an air supply sys-
tem having a blower with two sets of rotors.

BACKGROUND

Energy efficient engines of reduced size are desirable for
fuel economy and cost reduction. Smaller engines provide
less torque than larger engines. A supercharger is sometimes
used to increase torque available from an engine. The super-
charger provides additional air to the engine intake manifold,
boosting torque provided, especially at low engine speeds.

SUMMARY

An air supply system is provided that uses two sets of rotors
on a common set of shafts to boost air in two stages. The air
supply system includes a housing and a first and a second
rotatable shaft at least partially within the housing. A first and
a second pair of rotors are included. Each pair of rotors has a
first rotor supported for rotation on the first shaft and a second
rotor supported for rotation on the second shaft. The housing
has an inlet at the first pair of rotors, an outlet at the second
pair of rotors, and an internal chamber between the first and
the second pairs of rotors. Air flow from the inlet to the outlet
thereby has a first pressure boost from the inlet to the internal
chamber and a second pressure boost from the inlet chamber
to the outlet. If an outlet is provided at the internal chamber,
then air can be supplied from the housing at a pressure deter-
mined by the first pressure boost as well. A motor can drive
the first shaft or it can be driven by a belt drive.

The above features and advantages and other features and
advantages of the present teachings are readily apparent from
the following detailed description of the best modes for car-
rying out the present teachings when taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration in partial cross-sectional
view of a first embodiment an air supply system taken at the
lines 1-1 in FIG. 3.

FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration in cross-sectional view of
the air supply system of FIG. 1 taken at the lines 2-2 in FIG.
3.

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration in perspective view of the
air supply system of FIGS. 1 and 2.

FIG. 4 is a schematic illustration in partial cross-sectional
view of a second embodiment of an air supply system.

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of the air supply system of
FIG. 1 illustrating air flow.

FIG. 6 is a schematic illustration of a third embodiment of
an air supply system.

FIG. 7is a schematic illustration a fourth embodiment of an
air supply system driven by an engine through a belt drive.

FIG. 8 is a schematic illustration of a fifth embodiment of
an air supply system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to the drawings, wherein like reference numbers
refer to like components throughout the several views, FIG. 1
shows an air supply system 10 that is configured to provide a
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two-stage pressure boost to air flow. The air supply system 10
includes a multi-piece housing 12. The housing 12 includes a
middle housing portion 14, a first closure 16, a second closure
18, and a third closure 20. The housing 12 forms a first
generally cylindrical chamber 13 and a second generally
cylindrical chamber 15, shown in FIG. 2. The housing 12
supports a first rotatable shaft 22 and a second rotatable shaft
24 arranged substantially parallel to the first rotatable shaft
22. The shafts 22 and 24 extend through both chambers 13,
15. A cover 26 covers the end of the first rotatable shaft 22 and
is attached to the second closure 18, as shown in FIGS. 1 and
2.The cover 26 is removed in FIG. 3. The first shaft 22 and the
second shaft 24 extend through openings 27, 28 in the second
closure 18 and are supported by the middle housing portion
14 at bearings 30, 32. Additionally, needle bearings or other
suitable bearings (not shown), are positioned between the first
shaft 22 and the second closure 18 and between the second
shaft 24 and the second closure 18, respectively.

The first and second shafts 22, 24 support a first pair of
rotors 33 and a second pair of rotors 35. The first pair of rotors
33 is in the first chamber 13 and the second pair of rotors 35
is in the second chamber 15. The first pair of rotors 33
includes a first rotor 34 mounted on the first shaft 22 for
rotation with the first shaft 22. The first pair of rotors 33 also
includes a second rotor 36 mounted on the second shaft 24 for
rotation with the second shaft 24. The second pair of rotors 35
includes a first rotor 38 mounted on the first shaft 22 for
rotation with the first shaft 22 and a second rotor 40 mounted
on the second shaft 24 for rotation with the second shaft 24.

In one embodiment, each rotor 34, 36, 38, 40 contains
multiple helical lobes and the air supply system 10 is a fixed
displacement supercharger assembly for an engine, such as a
Roots-type blower (also referred to as a Roots blower), that
outputs a fixed volume of air per rotation of the first pair of
rotors 33 and another fixed volume of air per rotation of the
second pair of rotors 35. The output of the first pair of rotors
33 is at a first flow rate and the output of the second pair of
rotors 35 is at a second flow rate as the sets of rotors 33, 35
rotate at the same speed. A Roots-type blower is a volumetric
device, and therefore is not dependent on rotational speed in
order to develop pressure. The air output of each pair of rotors
33, 35 then becomes pressurized when forced into the hous-
ing 12. The volume of air delivered by a Roots-type blower
per each rotation of the supercharger rotors is constant (i.e.,
does not vary with speed). Because the Roots-type blower
functions as a pump rather than as a compressor, a Roots-type
blower can be used as a supercharger on an engine, and can
develop pressure at low engine speeds. Compression of the air
delivered by the Roots-type blower takes place downstream
of'each pair of rotors 33, 35. For example, the middle portion
14 of'the housing 12 causes compression of air exiting the first
pair of rotors 33. The first closure 16 of the housing 12 causes
compression of the air exiting the second pair of rotors 35.
Alternatively, the second pair of rotors 35 could be configured
as a compressor, such as a centrifugal-type supercharger that
compresses the air as it passes through the rotors. A compres-
sor-type supercharger must be run at higher speeds to deliver
a desired pressure boost.

The first shaft 22 is driven by an electric motor 44 through
a gear train 45. The electric motor 44 is labeled M in FIG. 1
and is shown in only partial cross-sectional view as having a
rotor shaft 46 shown in cross-section, with a motor cover 48
not in cross-section. A stator, a rotor, electrical windings, and
other motor components known to those skilled in the art are
contained within the motor cover 48 and are operable to rotate
the motor shaft 46. A motor controller 50 is shown schemati-
cally as mounted to the motor cover 48 to be integrated with
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the motor 44. Alternatively, the motor controller 50 may be
mounted elsewhere and in operative connection to the motor
44 by electrical conductors. The motor controller 50 causes a
power source, such as a battery, to power the motor 44 when
additional air flow to an air consuming component, such as an
engine, is required.

The gear train 45 includes a first gear 51, a second gear 52,
and a third gear 54. The first gear 51 is mounted on the motor
shaft 46 for rotation with the motor shaft 46. The second gear
52 meshes with the first gear 51 and is mounted on a hub 56
extending from the second closure 18 of the housing 12. The
third gear 54 meshes with the second gear 52 and is mounted
on the first shaft 22 for rotation with the first shaft 22. The
motor 44 powers the first shaft 22 through the gear train 45.

A single set of intermeshing timing gears 58 shown in FI1G.
2 is used to transfer rotational movement of the first shaft 22
to the second shaft 24. The timing gears 58 include first timing
gear 60 mounted on the first shaft 22 for rotation with the first
shaft 22. The first timing gear 60 meshes with a second timing
gear 62, which is mounted on the second shaft 24 for rotation
with the second shaft 24. Because the first rotors 34, 38 of the
sets of rotors 33, 35 are mounted for rotation on the same first
shaft 22, and the second rotors 36, 40 of the sets of rotors 33,
35 are mounted for rotation on the second shaft 24, only a
single set of timing gears 58 is needed to transfer rotational
torque from the first shaft 22 to the second shaft 24. By
avoiding a separate set of timing gears for each pair of rotors
33, 35, the air supply system 10 achieves a smaller axial width
and a reduction in components.

The housing 12 and sets of rotors 33, 35 are configured so
that the first pair of rotors 33 functions as a first stage Roots-
type blower, and the second pair of rotors 35 functions as a
second stage Roots-type blower. That is, air flow through the
housing 12 undergoes a two-stage pressure boost. The hous-
ing 12 is configured so that air delivered by the first pair of
rotors 33 undergoes a first pressure boost after exiting the first
pair of rotors 33. As explained below, at least a portion of the
air delivered by the first pair of rotors 33 then flows through
the second pair of rotors 35 and undergoes a second pressure
boost.

Air enters the air supply system 10 through an air inlet 66
formed in the second closure 18. As shown in FIG. 3, the air
inlet 66 is on an upper side of the housing 12. The second
closure 18 forms a passage 67 that directs air flow from the
inlet 66 to an entrance area 68 of the chamber 13 containing
the first pair of rotors 34, 36. As best shown in FIG. 3 and in
the schematic of FIG. 5, the passage 67 directs inlet air on a
side of the rotor 34 closest to the motor 44. Air flow from the
inlet 66 to the entrance area 68 is represented in FIG. 1 by
arrow 70. Rotation of the rotors 34, 36 delivers a fixed volume
of'the air to an internal chamber 72 formed in the housing 12.
The internal chamber 72 is at an air flow exit of the first pair
of rotors 33. The air flow pumped into the housing 12 by the
first pair of rotors 33 and air pressure upstream of the internal
chamber 72 causes the pressure of the air at the internal
chamber 72 to be greater than the pressure at entrance area 68.
The first pair of rotors 33 and housing 12 thereby create a first
pressure boost of the air from the entrance area 68 to the
internal chamber 72 in a ratio of the air pressure P, in the
internal chamber 72 to the air pressure P, at the entrance area
68. The air pressure P, may be atmospheric pressure.

In the embodiment of FIG. 1, the third housing portion 20
forms an intermediate outlet 74, also referred to herein as an
additional outlet, at which a portion 73 of the air flow pumped
through the first pair of rotors 33 having the first pressure P,
may be supplied to an air-consuming component, as shown in
FIG. 5. For example, the air at outlet 74 may be supplied to an
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air intake manifold 75 of an engine 78 (labeled E), as shown
schematically in FIG. 5. As used herein, an “engine” can be an
internal combustion engine, a diesel engine, a fuel cell, or any
other known power plant. In one embodiment, the engine 78
is a solid oxide fuel cell or a polymer electrolyte membrane
(PEM) fuel cell, also referred to as a proton exchange mem-
brane fuel cell. Such fuel cells can require air flow at two
different pressures, as provided by the air supply systems 10
and 210 described herein.

The internal chamber 72 is configured so that a fixed vol-
ume of the air flow 76 proceeds through an internal inlet 84 to
apassage 79 that leads to the second pair of rotors 35. The air
flow enters the pair of rotors 35 and a fixed volume per
rotation of the shafts 22, 24 is delivered from the second pair
of rotors 35 to an exit passage 77 leading to an outlet 80. The
exit passage 77 extends from the second pair of rotors 35 ata
different cross-section than the passage 79, passing under the
passage 79 in the cross-section of FIG. 1, as indicated with
hidden lines. The outlet 80 can also be in fluid communication
with the air intake manifold 75 of the engine 78 of FIG. 5§
through passages or ducts. One or more valves (not shown)
between the outlets 74, 80 controls which outlet 74, 80 pro-
vides air flow to the manifold 75. The engine 78 can be an
internal combustion engine. The air supply system 10 can be
used for supplying air to the internal combustion engine 78
from the intermediate outlet 74 at the first pressure P, when
less engine output torque is required, such as at higher engine
speeds. The air supply system 10 can be used to supply air to
the engine 78 at the higher second pressure P, from the outlet
80 at lower speeds when high torque is required, such as when
accelerating at low vehicle speeds.

An intermediate plate 82 mounted to the middle housing
portion 14 between the timing gears 60 and the second pair of
rotors 35 establishes a high pressure seal barrier to prevent air
from leaking past the face of the second pair of rotors 35 into
the timing gear chamber in which the timing gears are posi-
tioned. The size of the internal inlet 84, the size of the outlet
74 and the dimensions and shape of the internal chamber 72
determine the portion 76 of air flow that proceeds to the
second pair of rotors 35 through the internal inlet 84. A fixed
volume of air flow per revolution of the pairs of rotors 33,
proceeds to the second pair of rotors 35.

As indicated in FIG. 5, the volume of air flow delivered to
the first outlet 80 by the second pair of rotors 35 undergoes a
second pressure boost in a ratio of the air pressure P, in the
passage 77 to the air pressure P, in the passage 79. Thus, the
air supply system 10 provides air at two different pressures P,
and P, through the separate outlets 74, 80. A heat exchanger
similar to that of FIG. 7 may be positioned adjacent to the
internal chamber 72 to cool the air in the internal chamber 72
prior to the portion 76 of the air passing to the second pair of
rotors 35.

For some applications, air flow at a pressure P, that has
been boosted in two stages is required, but air flow at the
intermediate pressure P1 is not required. FIG. 4 shows an
alternative embodiment of an air supply system 110 alike in
many aspects to the air supply system 10 of FIG. 1, except that
there is no intermediate outlet in fluid communication with
the internal chamber 72. The middle portion 114 of the hous-
ing 112 is closed, or a third closure is used to close the middle
portion 114. In either case, there is no outlet between the two
sets of rotors 33, 35 at the internal chamber 72. Instead, the
internal chamber 72 functions as a passage that directs all of
the air that has flowed past the first pair of rotors 33 to the
internal inlet 84 and past the second pair of rotors 35. All air
flow at the outlet 80 is boosted to the pressure P, from the
original inlet pressure P,. The air flow is first boosted to
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pressure P1 in the internal chamber 72, and then further
boosted to pressure P2 at the outlet 80.

FIG. 6 shows another embodiment of an air supply system
210 similar in all respects to the air supply system 10 of FIG.
1 except that the electric motor 44 is positioned with the
motor shaft 46 parallel with and directly driving the first shaft
22. The air supply system 210 takes up a larger axial packag-
ing space, but has a smaller depth. Packaging requirements
for some applications may be better suited for this design.
Because the motor 44 is mounted to directly drive the first
shaft 22, the gear train 45 of the air supply system 10 of FIG.
1 is not required. The second closure 18 can thus be smaller
and a gear train cover 26 is not required.

FIG. 7 shows an air supply system 310 similar to the air
supply system 110 of FIG. 4 except that the first shaft 22 is
driven by an engine 378 through a belt drive 382. Air flowing
out of the outlet 80 is directed to the engine manifold 375 by
passages (not shown). No electric motor is included in the air
supply system 310. The engine 378 can be but is not limited
to a non-hybrid diesel engine in this embodiment. The engine
378 has a crankshaft 383 that is selectively connected to the
belt drive 382 by engagement of a clutch 384. When the clutch
384 is engaged, the crankshaft 383 transfers torque to the first
shaft 22 through a belt 387 and a set of pulleys 385, 386
mounted for rotation with a belt drive shaft 388 and the first
shaft 22, respectively. The belt drive shaft 388 rotates with the
crankshaft 383 when the clutch 384 is engaged. The belt drive
shaft 388 and pulleys 385, 386 are supported by a stationary
member, such as the engine block, on bearings. Engine belt
drive systems are readily understood by those skilled in the
art.

The air supply system 310 also includes a heat exchanger
390 in thermal communication with the middle housing por-
tion 114. The heat exchanger 390 has passages that enable
constant coolant flow from an inlet to an outlet. Inlet coolant
flow 392 is shown entering the heat exchanger 390 and outlet
coolant flow 394 exits the heat exchanger 390. The coolant
flow constantly cools the internal chamber 72 of the adjacent
middle housing portion 114. Reducing the temperature of the
internal chamber 72 results in a lower output temperature at
outlet 80, which is preferred for high-efficiency combustion.

FIG. 8 shows another embodiment of an air supply system
410 similar in all respects to the air supply system 110 of FIG.
4 except that the electric motor 44 is positioned with the
motor shaft 46 parallel with and directly driving the first shaft
22. The air supply system 410 takes up a larger axial packag-
ing space, but has a smaller depth. Packaging requirements
for some applications may be better suited for this design.
Because the motor 44 is mounted to directly drive the first
shaft 22, the gear train 45 of the air supply system 110 of FIG.
4 is not required. The second closure 18 can thus be smaller
and a gear train cover 26 is not required. The air supply system
410 can be used to provide air flow at the two-stage pressure
boost to a diesel hybrid engine, although its use is not limited
to this application.

While the best modes for carrying out the many aspects of
the present teachings have been described in detail, those
familiar with the art to which these teachings relate will
recognize various alternative aspects for practicing the
present teachings that are within the scope of the appended
claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. An air supply system comprising:

a housing;

a first and a second rotatable shaft at least partially within
the housing;
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a first and a second pair of rotors, each pair of rotors having
a first rotor supported for rotation on the first shaft and a
second rotor supported for rotation on the second shatft;
and

wherein the housing has aninlet at the first pair of rotors, an
outlet at the second pair of rotors, and an internal cham-
ber between the first and the second pairs of rotors, air
flow from the inlet to the outlet thereby having a first
pressure boost from the inlet to the internal chamber and
a second pressure boost from the internal chamber to the
outlet;

wherein the housing has an additional outlet at the internal
chamber at which a portion of the air flow exits the
housing after the first pressure boost by the first pair of
rotors without flowing to the second pair of rotors.

2. The air supply system of claim 1, wherein at least one of

the pairs of rotors is configured as a Roots-type blower.

3. The air supply system of claim 1, wherein the housing
includes an intermediate plate configured to at least partially
seal a chamber in which the second pair of rotors is posi-
tioned.

4. The air supply system of claim 1, further comprising:

an electric motor operatively connected to the first shaft
and operable to drive rotation of the first shatt.

5. The air supply system of claim 4, further comprising:

a gear train operatively connecting the electric motor to the
first shaft so that the electric motor drives rotation of the
first shaft through the gear train.

6. The air supply system of claim 4, wherein the housing is
configured to support the electric motor so that a motor shaft
of'the electric motor is arranged substantially parallel with the
first shaft and the second shaft.

7. The air supply system of claim 4, further comprising:

a motor controller integrated with the electric motor.

8. The air supply system of claim 1, further comprising:

a heat exchanger in fluid communication with the internal
chamber and operable to cool the air in the internal
chamber.

9. The air supply system of claim 1, further comprising:

only one set of intermeshing timing gears operatively con-
necting the first shaft and the second shaft.

10. A supercharger assembly for an engine having an air

intake comprising:

a housing;

a first and a second rotatable shaft at least partially within
the housing;

a first and a second pair of rotors, each pair of rotors having
a first rotor supported for rotation on the first shaft and a
second rotor supported for rotation on the second shatft;

wherein each pair of rotors is configured to deliver a
respective predetermined volume of air per rotation of
the shafts;

wherein the housing has an inlet at the first pair of rotors, a
first outlet at the second pair of rotors and an internal
chamber that directs air flow from the first pair of rotors
to the second pair of rotors; and wherein the first outlet is
configured to be operatively connectable to the air intake
of the engine; the supercharger assembly thereby pro-
viding air flow to the engine that undergoes a first pres-
sure boost from the inlet to the internal chamber and a
second pressure boost from the internal chamber to the
outlet;

wherein the engine is an internal combustion engine; and
wherein the housing defines an intermediate outlet at the
passage between the first pair of rotors and the second
pair of rotors and that is operatively connectable to the
air intake of the engine, air flow with the first pressure
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boost thereby available to the engine from the interme-
diate outlet and air flow with both the first pressure boost
and the second pressure boost thereby available to the
engine from the first outlet.

11. The supercharger assembly of claim 10, wherein the
engine is a diesel engine; and wherein the housing directs
substantially all of the air flow delivered in the passage from
the first pair of rotors to the first outlet through the second pair
of rotors.

12. The supercharger of claim 10, wherein the engine has a
crankshaft; and further comprising:

a belt operatively connecting the crankshaft and the first
shaft; and wherein the crankshaft drives the first shaft via
the belt.

13. The supercharger of claim 10, further comprising:

an electric motor operatively connected to the first shaft;
and wherein the electric motor drives the first shaft.

14. The supercharger of claim 10, further comprising:

a heat exchanger in fluid communication with the internal
chamber and operable to cool the air in the internal
chamber.

15. The supercharger of claim 10, further comprising:

only one set of intermeshing timing gears operatively con-
necting the first shaft and the second shaft.
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16. An air supply system comprising:

a housing;

a first and a second rotatable shaft at least partially within
the housing;

a first and a second pair of rotors within the housing, each
pair of rotors having a first rotor supported for rotation
on the first shaft and a second rotor supported for rota-
tion on the second shaft;

a single pair of intermeshing timing gears operatively con-
necting the first shaft and the second shatt;

a gear train;

an electric motor operatively connected to the first shaft
through the gear train and operable to drive rotation of
the first shaft;

wherein the housing has an air inlet at the first pair of rotors,
an internal chamber extending between the first and the
second pairs of rotors, a first outlet at the internal cham-
ber, and a second outlet across the second pair of rotors
from the internal chamber, air flow from the inlet to the
first outlet having a first pressure boost and air flow from
the internal chamber to the second outlet having an
additional pressure boost; and

a fuel cell operatively connected to the housing to receive
air flow from both the first outlet and the second outlet.

#* #* #* #* #*



